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No: Remanded
for mare
investigation

HEARING GOTO.

HASE ‘ Phase Il

By 4/5 majority

Was your act
“significant”?

admitted voms

culpablity

Charges
dubious?

\-Panel: You

/ hen Landon Wilkins
/ attempted to travel
back in time through
the Cavalier Daily archives, he found
himselfstuck in the present. He was
researching some modern history
of the University of Virginia Honor
System, including the single sanc
tion, the system’s one-and-done

penalty of permanent expulsion
for culpable lying, cheatingor steal-
ing. As op- from the mid-1970s
through the mid-1980s lit up his
screen, hefeltashudder of déjanews

“The same things are happening
overand over and over again.”
Return to Grounds after at least
a decade’s absence and you'll ex-
perience something similar. The
back-and-forth of a sanction debate o
| takes you back, like hearingthelow  WAQLIL
rumble in the Charlottesville night

LYONS
2015-2016 HONOR

| of a passing coal train, The Honor
| System penalty came up for its first
vote of confidence in 1972. For every generation since, lulls in
the 1990s notwithstanding, voting on the sanctic has become
as much a part of the UVA student experience as navigating the
Alderman Library stacks, processing down the Lawn and brunch:
ing Sundays on Advil
If it seems like some things never change—Groundhog De yon

Grounds—it’s not. What had been an occasional questioning of the

a steady drumbeat. Six p

yosals to

single sanction has becom I
add lesser Honor penalties have come to a vote in the last 11 years.
That'sapace of attack not seen since 1986, when the single sanction
survived six reform votes in eight years. Back then, support of the
status quo grew stronger with each successive vote T'his time,
the momentum h;nsln-\-nbmldmul’nrz-h.mm (see chart, Page 28).
In February, the latest vote, the single sanction hungon by the
single thread of a single percentage point, 85 votes shy of the 60
percent supermajority needed to amend it. Had the counterpro-
posal passed, it wouldn't have changed the sanction overnight,
but it would have granted the Honor Committee new power, and
amandate, to develop a system of lesser penalties,

The frequency of the votes, their ac cumulating tilt toward
reform, and a new generation that seems culturully predisposed
to a more forgiving social contract, raise the question of just how
if lesser forms of

long the expulsion sanction can stay singl

discipline become a part of the Honor System, what does it mean

for the health and character of capital-H Honor at. the Unive
of Virginia? The answers may surprise you.

IT'S NOT ABOUT THE SANCTION
Faculty on the frontlines will tell that you inquiries about th
tion miss the point. Kenneth G. Elzinga, longtimef;

24 UNIVERSITY m-'um;mu.sramunzmp

the Honor Committeg
Ay

legend since shortly afye,
Ty,

1967 toteach economics, g

shouldn't assume he's “"“i‘:"“
pro-single sanc \wn.l[.v,“_“' A']‘u
You just can’t trap him jg, -8
it, no matter how many crafy,,
you pose the question, X
© “What I'mreally infavor ofigy,
student self-governance » Elzin
says. To him, the Honor gy
works because the ~|mh-nhwn

Way,

and operateit. If theywant o i
the procedures and p(-nulm»mh%
their business. The key s tht g
e Honor and vnd(‘:l\'r.n,’
ommunity devoted to s
e itasaprofessor, [y,

s time saver,” he sayg 1¢
ms she missed a test
migraine, and asks ;
up, “I don’t need tq
from Student Health~
gets trustworthiness
1t her word, and she
llerinall herdeal.
verse-feedbackway,
s part of the magic

Take

willw

ings.
it makes people more honest,” Elzing
of the Honor System when that haj

That magic, in Honor parlance, is t
Darden School of Business Professor
94), an associate dean and a past Hon
attests it’s a distinctly UVA phenomenor
of the country’s most prestigious universitic
Stanford and New York University. He sayshe!l
ing elsewhere—~he won't say on the record w
indifference toward the subject among both s

Notsoin his eight years’ teachingat Darden ¢'s something
fund;uncn(ullvdiﬂ'crcnlocuurringut UVA that y n't see atother
institutions,” Lenox says,and it’s not because of ¢ siy anction.
“The hallmark is the student self-governance pi

Journalist and media studies lecturer Coy Barefoot (Grad '97),
who has done extensive research on the l:ll.\’ful’\ of the Honor
Syltem._ximilarly reframes a discussion about the sanction, Instead
offocusingon Honor’s polemics or periodic scandals—basketball
starQlden Pol):nice's 1984 Honor acquittal, for example, or 2002's
sanction ‘g 48 introductory-physics plagiarists—he points to the
‘d‘ifymke :ft::w thesystem functions at its most ndane level.

s that test, S;:?s:lg:s her n:;?e that she won't cheat,
she signe. NP

helps lead the Center for Media g o i:?zz;::ﬁi;“?.’i‘l';a;;;‘:;‘s‘
ands of times every school year, and it never makes

munity of trust”

1 Lenox (Engr'93,
mittee chairman,
s taught at some
uding Harvard,
covered cheat-
ind a general
ts and faculty.







